Capsular bag distension with an acrylic intraocular lens.
To describe the postoperative capsular bag distension that occurs with in-the-bag implantation of the soft acrylic (AcrySof) intraocular lens (IOL). Jules Stein Eye Institute, University of California, Los Angeles. Nine eyes in nine patients had uncomplicated continuous curvilinear capsulorhexis, phacoemulsification, and in-the-bag implantation of the AcrySof lens. Comprehensive ophthalmic examinations were performed 1 day and 1 and 6 weeks postoperatively. Patients had neodymium:YAG laser posterior capsulotomy; refractions were done before and after the capsulotomy. Comprehensive ophthalmic examination revealed variable degrees of anterior chamber shallowing, anterior displacement of the IOL within the bag, and distension of the posterior capsule away from the IOL. Unexpected postoperative myopic correction was seen in all patients. Postcapsulotomy mean spherical equivalent refractive shift was +3.6 diopters (D) with a shift of at least +4.0 D in four of nine eyes. Capsular bag distension is a previously described postoperative complication that we observed in association with the AcrySof IOL.